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XXIX.—wWNotes on the Birds of Central Patagonia. 
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In ‘The Ibis’ for January 1877, p. 27, will be found some 
““ Notes on Birds observed in the Chupat* Valley, Patagonia, 
and the Neighbourhood,” which were the result of a month’s 
observation and collecting. Since then I have made a more 
lengthened stay in the colony, my visit having extended from 
September 5th, 1877, to April 20th, 1878; and I am thus 
enabled to add considerably to the list of birds I then made 
out. 

In the following communication I have thought it advisable 
to go through the whole list of birds again, though I have 
endeavoured to avoid any repetition of facts concerning those 
previously mentioned. 

This time I had an exceptionally long passage from Buenos 
Ayres; and from the 5th August, on which day we weighed 
anchor in the river Plate, we were battling with winds and 
waves, and otherwise delayed by calms, till the 5th September, 
on which day we dropped our anchor in the river Chupat. 

* In the above-mentioned communication I have spelt the word Chu- 
put. As Chupat is now generally used, I follow the custom. The more 


correct orthography would, however, be Chtiba, which is the Indian pro- 
nunciation of the name of the river. 
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From the time I arrived at the colony till the 22nd Oc- 
tober, I was engaged in collecting in the neighbourhood. 
of Chupat. On that date I started with two of the colonists 
on an expedition to Lake Colguape* and the river Sengel. 
This is not the place to give an account of our expedition ; 
but to enable my readers rightly to understand the following 
notes, I will rapidly run over the route we adopted. 

We followed the sea-coast as far as Montemayor height 
(cutting off the points), which we reached on the 31st Oc- 
tober. On the following day we returned by compass W. 
by S., and the day afterwards W.S.W.., arriving in the after- 
noon on the banks of a little river, which we called the Sen- 
gelen (the Welsh diminutive for Sengel), which flows from 
the lake to the river Chupat. Following this river up, on 
the 8th November we reached the lake; and this pomt I con- 
sider, from dead reckoning from my daily journal and from 
two observations I made with a box-sextant I carried with 
me, to be in about lat. 45° 50' S., long. 68° 40' W.; but I do 
not pretend to scientific accuracy. One of my companions 
places the lake in about the same position as I do; my other 
companion considers it further south. The difference be- 
tween the point fixed by my observations with the sextant 
and my dead reckoning is only nine miles; and I therefore 
think I am not far out. We calculated this lake to be about 
twenty miles in length and fifteen in breadth; and after 
travelling along its southern and a portion of its western 
shores, we arrived, on the 10th November, at the river Sengel, 
which we found flowing into the lake. Continuing our 
journey up the river on the 11th, we came in sight of another 
large lake; but it being on the other side of the Sengel to the 
one we were on, we were unable to visit its shores. This 
lake, if not as large as the first-mentioned, has a greater 


* The Tehuelche Indians call this lake “Col;” but as it is marked in 
many maps Colguape, though certainly placed in an entirely wrong posi- 
tion, I think it is better, in order to save confusion, to call it Colguape. 
“Col” is the name used by the southern Indians for a lake, whilst 
“ Guape,”’ is employed by the Moluches and northern Indians to designate 
the same thing. 
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body of water in it, and is apparently deeper: it is situated 
about six miles in a direct line from the first lake, from 
which it is divided by a high range of volcanic hills. After 
passing this lake, we followed the Sengel through many tor- 
tuous windings to a point I consider to be about lat. 45° 50' S., 
long. 69° 50' W. 

On the 19th November we commenced our return journey, 
retracing our steps to the point at which we had touched the 
Sengelen, which we reached on the 26th. Wethen followed 
this river nearly to its junction with the Chupat, in about 
lat. 43° 46' S., long. 69° 48’ W.; and travelling along the 
valley of the latter we reached the colony on the 4th De- 
cember, 1877, after an absence of just six weeks. 

On the 7th December I started on an expedition to Ninfas 
Point, where, however, I observed nothing of note. 

After my return from there on the 12th, I was occupied 
till Christmas in collecting in the neighbourhood of the 
colony. 

On the 26th December I made an excursion to Tombo 
Point, about sixty miles to the south of Chupat, where I had 
heard there was a large gullery, of which more anon, return- 
ing on New Year’s day. Owing to some very brackish water 
I was compelled to drink whilst there, I was laid up for six 
weeks after my return, with, I believe, inflammation of the 
bowels, from which I was nearly recovered by the end of 
March. 

There being no vessel leaving the colony till the 20th 
April, I was unwillingly detained till that date; and on the 
80th we again anchored in the muddy waters of the La Plata. 

My communication to ‘The Ibis, mentioned above (January 
1877), contained notices of 62 species of birds observed in 
the Chupat valley and the neighbourhood. My present list 
extends this number to 89; and I do not think that many 
more will be found to occur in the district. 

The only bird seen which I was unable to identify was a 
Snipe, specimens of which occurred at the Sengel where it 
enters the lake, and in the valley of that river, where I took 
its eggs. I believe it to have been the same species as is 

2E 2 
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commonly found in Buenos Ayres, viz. Gallinago paraguaie ; 
but I cannot be certain. 

The nomenclature used is that employed by Messrs. Sclater 
and Salvin in their ‘Nomenclator Avium Neotropicalium.’ 
An asterisk before the name of a bird signifies that it was 
included in my former paper. 


-TURDUS MAGELLANICUS. 

I shot one specimen of this Thrush on the 16th Noonan 
in the valley of the Sengel, the only one I saw. It was in 
company with Myiotheretes rufiventris. 

Iris wood- brown ; legs, feet, and beak pale orange-yellow. 


*MIMUS PATAGONICUS. 

Resident. Commonly observed throughout our journey. 
Young ones in the nest were found on the 12th November 
on the banks of the Sengel. 


*'TROGLODYTES FURVUS. 
Resident. Common everywhere in the valleys. Always 
observed near water. . 


*ANTHUS CORRENDERA. 

Resident. Common in the valleys and on the hills. In 
the winter they associate in small parties and frequent the 
lower lands. 


*PROGNE PURPUREA. 

Spring and summer visitor. Observed commonly through- 
out our journey wherever there were steep cliffs or rocks. I 
took eggs near Tombo Point on the 80th December. They 
had all left Chupat by the 1st March. 


*HIRUNDO LEUCORRHOA. 

Spring and summer visitor. Large congregations of these 
birds were assembled at Chupat on the 24th February ; and 
on the following day all were gone. Common about Lake 
Colguape. 


n *ATTICORA CYANOLEUCA. | 

Common throughout our journey about the rivers and 
lakes. A few are seen at Chupat on warm days in the winter ; 
but the great majority leave at the approach of-cold weather. 
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—| PuryGiLus canicerst, Burm. 
I believe this is only a spring visitor to the Chupat valley ; 
and it is not common. 
Iris light rufous ; upper mandible dark horn-colour ; under 
one pale horn-colour, tip darker ; legs rufous brown, feet and 
claws black. Not seen during our journey to the lakes. 


\ PHRYGILUS FRUTICETI. 

Common at Chupat throughout the spring and summer, 
and often seen during our journey in the valleys; it never 
wanders far from water. On the 20th September I took a 
nest on the hills near the colony: it was a very neat struc- 
ture of wool, feathers, and the flowers of a grass, and placed 
in the centre of a thick bush, about a foot above the ground. 
It contained two eggs, of a pale green ground-colour, thickly 
marked with dull chocolate spots and streaks. 

Iris wood-brown ; beak dark flesh-colour, tip of both man- 
dibles and the whole of the upper mandible darkest; legs and 
feet reddish flesh-colour. 


*ZONOTRICHIA CANICAPILLA. 

Resident and abundant everywhere. It has a pretty little 
warble, which it sings in the evening and during the night 
when the moon is shining ; and often whilst lying awake under 
my “ Yergas” and Guanaco robe, this Sparrow kept up its 
song within a few yards of my head. 

Iris wood-brown ; legs light horn-colour ; feet darker, claws 
black. 

Zonotrichia pileata does not occur in Patagonia. 


-gpi 


_—— DIUCA MINOR. 
I shot one at Tombo Point on the 31st December, 1877, 


and have never seen another. 


+ [Mr. Durnford has marked his two specimens “ P, caniceps, Burm.” 
(Phrygilus caniceps, Burm., J. f. O. 1860, p. 158, and ‘La Plata-Reise,’ ii. 
p. 487), having, we presume, compared them with specimens so named by 
Prof, Burmeister. We should have expected them to have belonged to 
the species determined by us to be Chlorospiza aldunati, Gay (Ibis, 1869, 
p. 285) ; but such is not the case, the breast of Mr. Durnford’s bird being 
of a much deeper orange tint, besides other differences. A revision of this 
section of Phrygilus is necessary when sufficient materials come to hand. 


—Enpn. | 
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*SYCALIS LUTEOLAT. 

Common throughout our journey in the valleys. They 
congregate in the winter in large flocks, and, I believe, are 
then partially migratory. 


—'-*MOo.LoTHRUS BONARIENSIS. 

A few occasionally observed at Chupat, but not seen during 
our journey to Lake Colguape. 

Tris wood-brown ; beak, legs, and feet black. 


*AGELEUS THILIUS. 
Resident. Seen commonly throughout our journey where- 
ever there were any reed-beds. 


*STURNELLA MILITARIS. 

Resident. Common throughout our journey. Ofall birds 
(of course excepting water-birds and reed-loving birds) this 
is the surest indicator of the presence of water in the thirsty 
plains of Patagonia, never being found far from this element, 
and being consequently of great use to travellers. 

Beak dark horn-colour, under mandible lightest ; legs pale 
grey; feet and claws darker. 


_ AGRIORNIS MARITIMUS. 
I shot one at Tombo Point 3lst December, 1877, but did 
not see any other specimens. 


MYIoTHERETES RUFIVENTRIS. 

A few visit Chupat in the spring, remaining till the end of 
the summer ; and I observed them occasionally throughout 
our journey. They often consort with Oreophilus ruficollis. 

Tris light brown ; beak, legs, feet, and claws black. 


__\ *TNIOPTERA RUBETRA. 

Observed at Chupat in September, but rarely. Common 
in the valley of the Sengel in November. 

Iris light fulvous; beak, legs, feet, and claws black. 


* LICHENOPS PERSPICILLATUS. 
Resident and common everywhere throughout our journey. 


t [Apparently called S. lutetventris in the former list. No specimen 
sent.— EDD. | 
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_-+- MUSCISAXICOLA MACULIROSTRIS. 

On the 2nd December I met with two pairs near the river 
Sengelen, They do not appear to be common, and frequent 
rough rocky ground, perching on large stones, from which they 
sally in pursuit of insects. The male and female are alike. 
The nest is of grass lined with feathers and wool, and placed 
on the ground under a large stone. 

Iris wood-brown; upper mandible black, basal half of lower 
mandible yellow, the rest black ; legs and feet black. 


- CENTRITES NIGER. 

Partially resident ; but the great majority migrate north- 
ward at the approach of winter. Males of this species were 
common at Chupat throughout September and during the 
first few days of October. On the 5th of the latter month I 
observed the first females, which gradually increased in num- 
bers. I found both sexes abundant near Lake Colguape, in 
the valley of the Sengel, and in sheltered places on the hills. 
When I returned to Chupat in December many had gone. 

Iris wood-brown; legs, feet, and claws black. 


*HAPALOCERCUS FLAVIVENTRIS. 
Resident. Pretty common along the valleys and about 
the lakes. 
*ANHRETES PARULUS. 
Resident. A few were rarely seen during our journey. 
*CYANOTIS OMNICOLOR. 
Resident and pretty common throughout our journey in 
reed-beds and swamps. 
_\-GEOSITTA CUNICULARIAT. 
Seen in the Chupat valley in September, but not common. 
Not observed during our expedition to the lakes. 
*UPUCERTHIA DUMETORIA. 
Resident and common everywhere throughout our journey. 
_. HENICORNIS PHENICURUS. 
Resident and common amongst bushes throughout our 
journey. 


+ [No specimen sent.—Epp. | 
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Iris wood-brown ; beak black, under mandible slate-colour. 
Upper surface of legs and feet dark horn-colour, under sur- 
face lighter. 


*PHLGEOCRYPTES MELANOPS. y 
Resident. Common in reed-beds along the valleys of the 
Sengelen and by the lakes. 


LEPTASTHENURA ÆGITHALOIDES. 

Resideut. Commonly observed amongst bushes through- 
out our journey. 

Iris wood-brown; beak dark horn-colour, base of under 
mandible lightest ; legs, feet, and claws black, under surface 
grey. 


X* SYNALLAXIS HUDSONI. 
Seen twice during our expedition—at the mouth of the 
Sengel, and again in the valley of that river. 


A *SYNALLAXIS SORDIDA. 

Resident. Pretty commonly observed during our journey, 
frequenting bushes. 

Iris wood-brown; beak, legs, and feet dark horn-colour, 
under mandible and under surface of legs and feet lighter. 


* HOMORUS GUTTURALIS. ! 
Resident, but rare. Seen occasionally in the hills during 
our journey. 


*STENOPSIS BIFASCIATA. 

Resident. Seen on the 14th, and again on the 28th No-. 
vember, on the hills borderiug the Sengelen. Whilst camp- 
ing at Tombo Point one kept flying round our fire at night. 


*CONURUS PATAGONUS. 
Only seen at Chupat in the spring and summer. I observed 
a flock on the steep banks of the Sengel in November. 


- OTUS BRACHYOTUS. 
Resident, but not common. Seen near Tombo Point in 
December. 
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*Noctua CUNICULARIA. 
Resident. A few seen in the valleys of the Sengel and 
Sengelen. 


—*CIRCUS CINEREUS. 

Resident, but most numerous in the winter. Onthe 26th 
October we found many pairs nesting on some low swampy 
land amongst long grass. ‘The nest is a slight hollow in the 
ground, lined with a few pieces of grass ; and the complement 
of eggs two or three; the latter are of a dirty white colour. 


—*BuTEO ERYTHRONOTUS. 

Resident. On the 15th October I took two eggs from a nest 
on the hills near the Chupat valley, and shot both old birds, 
the female from the nest. The male is of a rich slaty grey 
on the back, whilst the female has some rufous colouring 
about the back and shoulders. The young of the year, after 
their first moult, have the head above, shoulders, and back of 
a rich rufous colour, mottled with darker brown; the neck 
above has a broad transverse white band, the feathers tipped 
with black; sides of the head, chest, and stomach light 
fulvous, with darker markings; throat black, the base of the 
feathers white; tail of a rich slaty hue, with transverse bars 
of black. 

The adult has the upper mandible dark horn-colour, under 
one slate-colour ; legs and feet pale orange ; iris dark orange. 

In the young of the year the beak and legs are slate-colour, 
iris light orange. 

The eggs are of a pale bluish white, slightly streaked 
and speckled with rufous markings, chiefly at the larger end, 
and measure 2°3 x 1'7 inches. 

I observed this species commonly on the hills throughout 
our journey. It feeds on mice and small rodents. 


‘*GERANOAETUS MELANOLEUCUS. 

Resident, but not common, and never seen far fom the 
sea. On the 80th December, at Tombo Point, I found a nest 
containing two young birds just about to fly. The nest was 
high up on a ledge in a deep rocky gully. The young birds > 
in this stage have the head and shoulders dark umber-brown, 
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edges and bases of feathers lightest ; back dark rufous brown 
and black; primaries have black tips, edged with white ; 
secondaries and tertials marbled with dusky white and black ; 
tail black, marbled with grey; chest and stomach rufous, 
streaked with black; thighs rufous and black; iris light 
orange; legs pale primrose-yellow. 


—_-H ypotTRioRCHIS FEMORALIS. 

Resident, but most numerous in the winter. We saw it 
but rarely during our journey. A nest found on the 8rd of 
November was placed on the top of a thick thorn-bush, and 
formed of twigs and sticks, lined with grass. It contained 
three eggs, in colour rich yellowish red, thickly speckled all 
over with dark rufous spots. This is the swiftest Hawk 
in Patagonia. j 


~*TINNUNCULUS SPARVERIUS. 
Resident, and. frequently observed throughout our journey. 


*POLYBORUS THARUS. 

Resident and abundant everywhere. The plumage of this 
species varies exceedingly. I have seen some nearly as light 
as cream-colour, and from that to the ordinary brown. This 
variation, however, as far as I am aware, does not occur in 
Buenos Ayres. 


*MILVAGO CHIMANGO. 
Resident and abundant everywhere. 


*SARCORHAMPHUS GRYPHUS. 

Commonly observed throughout our journey wherever the 
rocks were high and steep. Several pairs were nesting on 
the 16th November on the ledges of some rocks in the valley 
of the Sengel ; but I was unable to get at the nests. 


-- *PHALACROCORAX BRASILIANUS. 
Resident. Common on the Sengel and Sengelen. Every 


t [This remark of Mr. Durnford’s throws much light on the question 
as to the specific validity of the curious specimens of Polyborus from Pata- 
gonia now living in the Zoological Gardens, of which figures were given 
in the ‘Proceedings’ for 1876, pl. xxv.—Epp.] 
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evening large flocks ascend the river Chupat for many miles, 
flying in from the sea, and fish in the river during the night. 


PHALACROCORAX, Sp. ? T. 

A few frequent the rocks at the mouth of the Chupat; but 
they never ascend the river like Phalacrocorax brasilianus. 
On the 30th December I found about sixty pairs nesting on 
Tombo Point. They had chosen the most inaccessible ledges 
of the rocks; and each nest contained one egg or a young 
bird, the former of a dirty white colour. I secured a young 
bird in down after some difficulty. It has the head, neck, 
and the whole of the upper parts, the lower part of the 
stomach, and thighs sooty black, breast and upper part of 
the stomach mottled with white, iris dark brown, naked 
skin round the eye red, legs and feet and beak very dark 
lead-colour. 


—+ARDEA COCOI. 
Not uncommon in the Chupat valley and along the Sengel 
and Sengelen. 


| ARDEA EGRETTA. 

Occurs occasionally at Chupat. I was credibly informed 
by one of the colonists that this bird once nested in a reed- 
bed in the Chupat valley; and my informant discovered the 
nest whilst cutting the reeds. I saw one specimen on the 
Sengel. 

Iris light orange; beak dark orange; legs, feet, and claws 
black, soles of feet primrose. 


X* NYCTICORAX OBSCURUS. 
Resident, but not numerous. Seen once on the Sengel. 


_»-CICONIA MAGUARI. 
Seen in October in the Chupat valley, and in November 
at the mouth of the Sengel. 


t [Mr. Durnford considers this Cormorant to be P. carunculatus (Gm.); 
but as he has not sent a specimen, it is questionable whether it is really 
this species, so great is the confusion prevailing respecting the Cormorants 
of this group.—EKpp. | 
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+ 'THERISTICUS MELANOPIS. 
_ A few seen on the 10th November at the mouth of the 
Sengel, and subsequently observed in the Chupat valley. I 
believe a few pairs were breeding on some swampy ground 
in the latter place, as I was informed that some large pale 
bluish eggs had been found in the swamp where I had seen 
the birds. I was unable, however, to trace them. 


*PHENICOPTERUS IGNIPALLIATUS, 
Partially resident, but occurring in greatest numbers in the 
winter. Common about Lake Colguape and the river Sengel. 


~>- BERNICLA MAGELLANICA. 

Winter visitant to the Chupat valley, arriving in March 
and leaving in September. Resident about Lake Colguape, 
where it breeds plentifully, laying seven or eight eggs in a 
warm nest of down and feathers. We found the eggs excel- 
lent eating. 

In the adult male the iris is wood-brown; legs, feet, and 
beak black. 


BERNICLA POLIOCEPHALA. 

Winter visitor to the Chupat valley, arriving and depart- 
ing with B. magellanica, and always associating with that 
species. It nests about Lake Colguape, in the same places as 
B. magellanica. 

In the adult female the iris is orange; beak black; legs 
orange, uppersides with a line of black; feet and claws 
black, the former with a little orange. 


*CYGNUS NIGRICOLLIS. 

Partially resident, but most numerous in the winter. These 
birds were nesting in the reed-beds at the mouth of the Sen- 
gelen; and the old birds were seen carrying the young on 
their backs. Common up the Sengel as far as we went. 


*CYGNUS COSCOROBA. 
Not observed at Chupat during my last visit, nor during 
our journey to the lakes. 


-1-*QUERQUEDULA CYANOPTERA. 
Resident, but rare. Seen once at the mouth of the Sengel. 
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*QUERQUEDULA FLAVIROSTRIS. 
Resident. Common throughout our journey, and nesting 
at the mouth of the Sengelen. 


+-*QUERQUEDULA VERSICOLOR. 
Resident. The same remark applies to this as to Q. fla- 
virostris. 


*DAFILA SPINICAUDA. 
Resident, and common in the valleys of both the Sengel 
and Sengelen. 


*MARECA SIBILATRIX. 
The commonest Duck met atin during our journey, and 
nesting abundantly at the mouth of the Sengelen. 


*SPATULA PLATALEA. 

Resident. Common up the Sengelen and Sengel. Near 
the mouth of the former river, just after it leaves the lake, 
there exists a chain of small lagoons surrounded by extensive 
reed-beds, and forming a perfect paradise for Ducks, Geese, 
and Coots, which there abound. 


_\ *ERISMATURA FERRUGINEA. 

Resident. Pretty common in lagoons bordering the Sen- 
gelen and Sengel, where I observed a curious habit of the 
male bird. When he is enraged at the presence of an in- 
truder in his haunts, he puffs out his breast to its fullest 
extent ; and bringing down his beak on the hollow thus formed 
with considerable force, a curious drumming noise is produced, 
which I have heard at a distance of fifty yards. At the same 
time he raises and expands his tail, and, swimming round and 
round to display his terrors, appears a ridiculous picture of 
defiance. 


*CoLUMBA MACULOSA. 
Resident. Commonly observed throughout our journey. 


+ FULICA ARMILLATA. 

Common in the lakes and on the Sengel and Sengelen. 
The adult has the beak and shield primrose-yellow, the latter 
large and oval; the base of upper mandible and small portion 
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of shield bright blood-red. Legs olivaceous, with a pale red 
garter round the thigh. 


*FULICA LEUCOPYGA. 

Not so common as F. armillata, but found always in the 
smaller lagoons and pools in the valleys of the Chupat, the 
Sengel, and the Sengelen. The chick is covered at first with 
black down, with the exception of the neck and throat. The 
neck has the down mixed with orange and bright red, whilst 
the throat has some blood-red down on it. The beak has a 
bright-red band near the tip, surrounding both mandibles. 


*V ANELLUS CAYENNENSIS. 
Resident. Common in the valleys throughout our journey. 


-EUDROMIAS MODESTUS. 

Large flocks came to the Chupat valley about the middle 
of April, but only remained a few days. They arrived with 
a strong S.E. wind. The flocks were chiefly composed of 
immature birds ; but there were some adults. 


ANGIALITIS FALKLANDICA. 

Resident, and frequently observed on the banks of Lake 
Colguape, and subsequently up the Sengel. 

I took fresh eggs and also young in down of this species on 
the 29th September from the shores of a large brackish lagoon 
near the Chupat valley. The nest is a mere hollow scraped 
in the sand, and paved with fragments of small shells. The 
eggs are of a sandy ground-colour, spotted and streaked 
(chiefly at the larger end) with black. They measure 1:4x 1 
inch. 

The young of the year, in their first plumage, have the top 
and side of head, shoulders, and back mottled with dull yel- 
lowish and brown, the breast and stomach dirty white. They 
show no signs of the fine rufous markings on the head and 
neck of the adult, and but very faint traces of the double 
black breast-band. The adult and young in first plumage 
have the iris wood-brown ; beak, legs, feet, and claws black. 


-*OREOPHILUS RUFICOLLIS. 
Partially resident, but most numerous in the spring, when 
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many cross the Chupat, going southwards. It was nesting 
on the hills bordering the valley of the Sengel, and generally 
seen throughout our journey. On the 30th December I 
caught two chicks on Tombo Point: they are pretty little 
downy things, mottled all over with light and dark chocolate 
and white. 

The adult has the iris wood-brown, beak black, legs flesh- 
colour, feet and claws black. 


_  HÆMATOPUS PALLIATUS. 
_ Several pairs were observed on Tombo Point in December ; 
and the bird occasionally occurs at the mouth of the Chupat. 
It was nesting in the former place; but I failed to discover 
the eggs. 


_-+ H@MATOPUS ATER. 
Seen on Tombo Point in December. I never observed it at 
Chupat. 
Iris dark orange; beak dark pink; legs and feet greenish 
yellow. 


__| *THINOCORUS RUMICIVORUS. 

Resident ; abundant throughout our journey. I took eggs 
at the end of October; and the young were running in the 
middle of November: but this species probably has two or 
more broods in the season; for I found chicksin March. The 
nest is a slight depression in the ground, sometimes lined 
with a few blades of grass; and before leaving it the old bird 
covers up the eggs with little pieces of stick. The eggs are 
pale stone ground-colour, very thickly but finely speckled 
with light and dark chocolate markings; they have a polished 
appearance, and measure 1'3 x ‘8 inch. 

The chick is finely mottled all over with hght and dark 
brown. It has the beak pale horn-colour ; legs flesh-colour ; 
iris wood-brown. 


*RHYNCHAA SEMICOLLARIS. 
Rare in the Chupat valley. Not observed during my visit 
to the lake. 
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_i-TRINGA FUSCICOLLIS. 
Resident. Very common in the valleys of both the Sengel 
and the Sengelen, and seen always in flocks. 


CALIDRIS ARENARIA. 

I did not observe this species at Chupat during my last 
visit ; neither did I see it during my journey to Lake Colguape. 
I shot two out of a flock at Tombo Point on the 30th De- 
cember. i 


~-*GAMBETTA FLAVIPES. 
Not observed at Chupat during my last visit. Seen occa- 
sionally on the Sengel. 


*LIMOSA HUDSONICA. 
Not observed at Chupat during my last visit, or during our 
expedition to Lake Colguape. 


+- NUMENIUS BOREALIS. 

From the 8th to the 10th October large migratory flocks 
passed the Chupat valley, flying south. They made a very 
short stay in the valley, but long enough to enable me to 
secure two examples. Not seen again. 

Iris wood-brown ; beak black; legs and feet dark slate- 
colour. 


-*STERNA HIRUNDINACEA. 

Resident. A few observed about Lake Colguape, and sub- 
sequently seen on the Sengel. There is a large ternery of 
this species on Tombo Point. I was prepared when I visited 
this place in December to see a considerable quantity of birds ; 
but the number that met my eyes fairly staggered me. These 
nests cover an area about 150 yards square. Allowing three 
nests and five eggs for every square yard (a very moderate 
computation, it being difficult to walk without treading on 
the eggs), we arrive at the extraordinary number of 67,500 
nests, 135,000 birds, and 112,500 eggs; and, wonderful as 
these figures may appear, I feel sure that I have rather under- 
stated than overstated the numbers. The nests were mere 
hollows in the fine gravel or shingle, and contained one, two, 
and sometimes three eggs. The latter generally have the 
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appearance of the eggs of the Sandwich Tern, though of 
course smaller; and out of many hundreds I did not see two 
alike. 


*LARUS DOMINICANUS. y 

Resident. A few seen near Lake Colguape. I found about 
fifty pairs nesting on Tombo Pointin December. They make 
a large structure of grass and seaweed; and most of the nests 
contained two or three eggs. 


*LARUS MACULIPENNIS. 

Resident. A few birds observed up the Sengel and about 
the lake. 

Last year many pairs nested in the valley of the Chupat. 
They chose some low swampy land, which had been flooded 
for the purpose of growing wheat in 1876, and on which the 
following year a thick growth of rushes had sprung up. The 
nests were made of grass and weeds, and placed in the water. 
i secured about a dozen eggs and one or two old birds. 


| ANCHMOPHORUS MAJOR. 

Resident. Observed constantly in a large brackish lake 
in the Chupat valley in September, and subsequently seen in 
lagoons in the valleys of the Sengel and Sengelen, and in Lake 
Colguape. 


_--*PoODICEPS CALIPAREUS. 
Resident, and commonly seen in lagoons in all the valleys. 
Iris between crimson and scarlet; beak dark horn-colour ; 
legs pale slate. 


_--PACHYBAPTES DOMINICUS. 
Resident, and common in lagoons in the valleys of the Chu- 
pat, the Sengelen, and the Sengel. 


—— *NoTHURA FERDICARIA Ý. 
Resident. This species was wrongly named Nothura ma- 


t (Mr. Durnford has not sent specimens of this bird, which we have 
little doubt is the “ Perdix chico” of Mr. Hudson’s paper on the birds of 
the Rio Negro, Patagonia (P. Z. S. 1872, p. 547). At that time Sclater 
determined this to be Nothura darwini, Gray, a species we now consider 
identical with NV. boraquira (Spix). (Nomencl, p. 153).—Epp.] 
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culosa in my last communication (Ibis, 1877, p. 45). I ob- 
tamed specimens in the Chupat valley, and saw it occasionally 
in the valleys of the Sengel and Sengelen. 

Iris reddish brown; upper mandible wood-brown; under 
mandible, legs, and feet pale slate-colour. 


*CALODROMAS ELEGANS. 

Resident. Seen constantly throughout our journey; and 
we found the eggs excellent eating. 

This species is increasing at Chupat with the increased 
cultivation of the ground. 


*RHEA DARWINI. : 

Resident. Observed almost daily throughout our journey. 
It commences to lay in September ; and though I have heard 
of thirty-seven eggs being found in one nest, twenty-seven 
is the largest number I have seen. The nest isa large hollow 
scraped in the ground, slightly lined with grass. The young 
run as soon as hatched ; and the male bird will feign lameness 
to draw one away from the nest. The Indians say the eggs 
take six weeks to hatch. In the summer, when the lagoons 
in the camp become dried up, many visit the river Chupat 
to drink, and then fall an easy prey to the colonists’ dogs. 
These, however, mostly consist of birds of the year. At 
this season both old and young occasionally come to the 
river. 


XXX.—Additional Notes on the Ornithology of Transvaal. 
By Tuomas Ayres. Communicated by Joun Henry 
GURNEY. 

[Continued from p. 301. | 


[Tue following notes unfortunately did not reach me in time 


to be incorporated with those which recently appeared in 
‘The Ibis, vide anted, p. 281.—J. H. G.] 

304. CYPsELUS carrer, Licht. African White-rumped 
Swift. 

Male, shot at Potchefstroom 11th December. Irides dusky ; 
bill black ; tarsi and feet pale dusky. 


